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In its modern period, Belgian painting has been sensualist, 
material, bound to the land which gave it birth. Understanding 
and intelligence have participated only incidentally, as in the case 
of Wiertz and Ensor. With Magritte and Delvaux, the intellect 
again comes into its own. The motivation, the source of stimul- 
ation and delectation are no longer drawn from religious faith 
or social indignation, as in the past, nor from the satisfaction of 
the senses, as in the modern period; today they arise from the 
awareness of the existence of a subconscious state, from the 
affirmation of the magic values of life and of a transcendent reality 
which come from the dream, the obsession, the psychic will, freed 
from the bonds of customary morality and the constraints of 
society. Magritte and Delvaux and the young painters who will 
follow or who have already appeared, like Olivier Picard, possess, 
in addition to the specifically national qualities of their pre- 
decessors, a keener sensitivity which helps them to increase and 
broaden their vision of the world. It is this sensitivity which will 
permit them to break through the political frontiers of their small 
country, giving their universal value to the whole world. These 
two painters speak a language which is intelligible to the entire 
human community. The chief significance of their work is that it 
has restored to Belgian art the fundamental quality which it had 
lost in modern times: its universalitv. 

Sensitivity, varying from country to country, from age to 
age, from province to province, from man to man, is regional, by 
its very nature. Intelligence, on the other hand, is universal and 
eternal. 
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